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“We’re very excited,” said Diane Proefrock, Glacier County’s assistant election
administrator. “With the new system, we’re confident we can maintain the
integrity of the election, which is what [head county election official and Blackfeet

' Washburn Hears...
Around 100 people

tribal member] Glenda Hall is all about.” attending a public...
The secre.tar'y of statef also Rromised to pay .for the systf:m for any Montana county I\Vlayor Jl‘igi'char AT
that provides a satellite office on a reservation. According to McCulloch, two non- Berry:...
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suppliers. “Our priority is helping counties get these services set up for the 2014 Albuquerque streets...
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general election; and I fully expect even more satellite locations for the 2016
election,” she said.

Secretary McCulloch’s latest announcements come one week after attorneys
threatened a voting-rights lawsuit on behalf of the Browning office, which the
tribe first requested in 2012. The announcements come seven weeks after a
similar lawsuit in which the secretary was lead defendant, Wandering Medicine v.
MecCulloch, resulted in Montana and three of its counties paying $100,000 in
plaintiffs’ legal fees and promising to open satellite election offices on the Fort
Belknap, Northern Cheyenne and Crow reservations.

During two years of negotiation and litigation, the Wandering Medicine
defendants and their representatives claimed at various points that the technology
for running two offices simultaneously—in a county seat and on a
reservation—couldn’t be, wouldn’t be or simply wasn’t in place. On June 13, the
Great Falls Tribune reported that the secretary said state law didn't allow
simultaneous election offices. McCulloch explained the apparent contradictions
among these disparate claims, saying the implementation of a new system solves
the statutory requiremen, and adding, “T have always supported the establishment
of satellite election offices in Montana.”

“Really?” responded attorney Steven Sandven, of Sioux Falls, who represented the
Wandering Medicine plaintiffs and worked with Montana lawyer Alex Rate to
craft the latest demand for the Browning office. “For the last two years, it’s been
ridiculous to think that the state’s election software couldn’t handle two locations
at once. This has been about throwing sand in the gears. From the start, a call
should have been made to the software vendor. It's that simple.”
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